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ARTIST’S STATEMENT
All representation is an act of abstraction and all abstraction must be conveyed
through an act of representation. Both paths are essentially seeking a greater clarity, an
expanding consciousness and a constantly increasing vocabulary whereby we discover
and declare our presence in the world.
My method of achieving this in my painting is somewhat related to automatism in
that I don’t set out to paint something. The painting takes on reality for me as I work and
the picture begins to assert itself. In the beginning it is in the putting on of the paint that
things happen. The forms become signs for woman, bird, boat, sea and spirit.. At this
point I don’t know what it will be and I put it away and let the fire subside. In this way I
will work on several canvases at the same time. I may not look at them for some time,
then I take them out again, reassess the symbolism that I find there and begin to work
again as an artisan; form, line, composition, color and balance. Whatever skills I have
acquired in my training and my practice I bring to bear on the picture plane, on the easel
in front of me. Colour is my god! Colour: that strange magnificent expression of the
inscrutable spectrum of eternity. The challenge now is to transform height, width and
depth into two dimensions in a magical experience, wherein one hopes to glimpse a
fourth dimension which we all seek.
Art is creative for the sake of this realization and for this transfiguration. It is the
quest for the self that drives us along this never-ending journey. To borrow a phrase from
George Steiner - Art is the human “nostalgia for the absolute.” Painting is one way to
make the journey.
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